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of anti-tuberculosis antibiotic therapy using sputum samples. Determination of tuberculosis (TB) drug-susceptibility by using
sputum samples is an important, routine method. However, its efficiency is limited by the presence of an inhibitor in the sputum
samples. Our aim was to develop a new tuberculosis scoring system that incorporates smear, culture and drug-susceptibility
results and that avoids the influence of inhibitors in smear, culture, or drug-susceptibility tests. A new score for determining the
effectiveness of anti-tuberculosis (TB) treatment was developed using logistic regression analysis of observational data from
patients with newly diagnosed active TB and a negative sputum smear and culture. The newly developed score, which combines
smear, culture, and drug-susceptibility results, consists of 3 independent variables: (1) the number of sputum samples positive
for acid-fast bacilli (AFB) smear microscopy, (2) the number of isolates grown on Lowenstein Jensen (LJ) medium, (3)
susceptibility to all anti-TB drugs. Three groups were stratified according to the new score: (1) 0 (controls, TB treatment
appropriately performed), (2) 1 to 2 (initiates, average treatment interval
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