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PMDGÂ .LAS VEGAS -- Mike Mikalsen has been through this so many times
before. But this time he couldn't hold back his exasperation. It seems like
only yesterday, Mikalsen's Vancouver Whitecaps were facing an out-of-

sorts Real Salt Lake team looking to bounce back from their disappointing
first-round knockout loss to Montreal. Instead, the 'Caps found themselves

with a 2-0 deficit in that game's second half and the home crowd at
Vancouver's BC Place showing no mercy. After the match, Mikalsen was

asked what kind of team he sees out there. "I don't think there's any team
in the league that's as physically strong and as fast as this Vancouver
team is," Mikalsen told MLSsoccer.com. "This team always has a lot of
guys in those two positions that have a lot of match-up (issues). They

never slow down, they never stop running, they never show weakness in
any way." That bruising play has helped keep Vancouver in this series and

have them still standing. Salt Lake still is looking for its first win in
Vancouver this season, and will host the Whitecaps for the second leg at

Rio Tinto Stadium on Tuesday (10 pm ET; TSN1 in Canada, MLS LIVE in the
US). Another loss and the series is over. To keep it going, Salt Lake has to

fix that boneheaded error by Darren Mattocks in the dying minutes of
Vancouver's win last week that led to an early goal. After that, they'll have
to execute with a little bit more precision in areas where they've struggled

in these series -- they're 18-18-10 in the two-game run at BC Place this
season. Mikalsen is right about the speed of the 'Caps -- the more pressing
issue he sees is their ability to get into other areas of the field. Salt Lake is

excellent at shutting down one-on-one matchups -- the Whitecaps have
only been able to score one goal at BC Place this season, and that has

come by way of a penalty kick. "They're very strong at defensive
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