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no great surprise that it took me quite a
while to get round to reading the latest
contribution from experienced crime writer
Dana Cox. Cox is the author of two
previous hardback crime thrillers in the
Agatha Christie/MI6/West End Forsyte style
- The Judas Club and The Forsyte Saga
(obviously not the same Agatha Christie
books, but similar authors). Having spent
some time doing The Thing, | thought I'd
read this and the above mentioned books
before considering his newest offering -
even though it is by far the most
prestigious publication I've come across so
far this year. Better Together is the 11th in
the series but, like many of Cox’s previous
books, it doesn’t feature any of the familiar
characters from the previous books. It's
the story of Prof. Freeman and his
investigations into the mobsters who have
taken over the construction of the Tindall
Trust subway tunnels. The first of these
books is based on similar events in the
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1960s, with a second book dealing with the
events of the 1970s. The crucial point of
this action is the events of 1981. Prof.
Freeman, then a university professor,
comes across a newspaper piece about the
time that Jackson Brogan, a mobster, was
murdered by the Kingsley gang in the
tunnels - at the time of his death. Prof.
Freeman becomes obsessed with finding
the evidence the newspaper piece alluded
to and by the end of the book he is in the
U.S., following a trail that takes him to a
company that manufactures military
ordnance. Prof. Freeman intends to use the
ordnance to blow up the underground
tunnels and thus destroy the Kingsley mob.
Better Together has some nice
characterisation, but the main characters
are pretty well known from the two
previous books. The research Cox has
done is obviously very thorough - he even
includes several footnotes, which
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